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Thank you Chair, 
 
Albania warmly welcomes Ambassador Andrea Orizio back to the Permanent Council and 
we thank him and his able team for the report presented today.  
 
Albania values the work of the Mission in providing expertise and assistance to the host 
country in its mandated areas, in line with the OSCE commitments and the priorities of the 
Serbian Government. Serbia’s strategic priorities are essential not only for Serbia, but the 
entire region, as the country remains active in regional co-operation efforts with its 
neighbors.  
 
I take this opportunity to congratulate the Serbian side on the opening of new chapters with 
the EU at the end of 2017 and the clear perspective given to the country by the recently 
published European Commission Enlargement Strategy.  

Good neighborly relations are indeed vital for peace and stability in the Western Balkans 
and Albania remains committed to continue our cooperation with Serbia. Our countries 
have progressed in establishing an open and frank dialogue, which prepares the ground for 
improved relations and stronger regional cooperation, as it was stressed lastly during the 
“Third Trilateral Ministers of Foreign Affairs” meeting in Belgrade between Italy, Albania 
and Serbia. 
 
My country commends the Mission support and commitment pertaining to woman and 
youth activities. RYCO, “Follow us” initiative and facilitated regional dialogue among 
civil society, influential woman and youth in the Western Balkans is significant.  
 
Mr. Ambassador, 
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We follow with special interest the rights and prosperity of the Albanians living in 
Southern Serbia. Some of the most acute problems I would like to underline are, the low 
economic level compared to other provinces of Serbia; shortage of Albanians in 
governmental institutions at both local and central level; deregistration of all those 
Albanians who were displaced abroad during the conflict period; names written in Cyrillic 
alphabet in the election lists, although the current law recognizes the right to use the Latin 
alphabet. 
 
We strongly encourage the Mission to continue maintaining its focus on integrating 
national minorities into the political, economic and social life of the country. We stress the 
need to improve teaching and learning in the native language of the Albanian minority. We 
note that no relevant progress was observed towards the implementation of the “Seven 
Points Plan” or the provision of textbooks for students in schools with Albanian language 
curricula, issues raised in the PC also last year. I would like to hear from you Ambassador 
Orizio what the Mission could do, to address these issues. 
 
 
Mr. Chairperson, 
 
The Government of Albania strongly supports the EU facilitated Kosovo-Serbia dialogue 
and contribution of the International Partners in addressing different challenges in the 
region. We believe that entering discussions on a legally binding agreement, which would 
embark upon the normalization of relations, would definitely bring a lasting qualitative 
change not only for both sides, but also for the entire region.  
 
Likewise, Albania strongly condemned the assassination of the Kosovo Serb politician 
Oliver Ivanovic on 16 January 2018, and we highly value the commitment to continue with 
the Pristina-Belgrade Dialogue in Brussels, despite this crime.  
 
In concluding, we welcome the appointment of the War Crimes Prosecutor and we look 
forward to the implementation of the Serbian Government’s “National Strategy for the 
Prosecution of War Crimes”. It is our strong belief that overcoming legacies of the past and 
fostering reconciliation is crucial for security, stability, peace and prosperity of our region.  
 
We will reiterate the encouragement for the Mission to Serbia to consider its role in 
supporting the reconciliation process between Kosovo and Serbia, within its existing 
mandate. 
 
 
Thank you. 


