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Albania warmly welcomes the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities, 
Ambassador Lamberto Zannier, back to the Permanent Council and thanks him for his 
address today. Mr. High Commissioner, as your institution is marking the 25th anniversary 
since its creation, I would like to use this opportunity to thank you and your team for your 
work in assisting my country and all OSCE participating States to implement their 
commitments for persons belonging to national minorities. 

Mr. High Commissioner, 

Albania attaches great importance to the protection and promotion of the rights of national 
minorities and remains committed to continue to work further for strengthening the 
standards of the protection of national minorities. We are convinced that each state party 
should take the necessary measures to respect minority rights and manage diversity, by 
creating appropriate conditions to preserve minority identity, minority languages, 
education in minority languages, as well as to ensure equal access to their specific rights in 
inclusive societies, despite differences.  

While inter-ethnic relations continue to be good, Albania significantly improved the legal 
and policy framework by adopting in October 2017, a specific law on national minorities, 
based on the good international experiences, through a comprehensive and transparent 
consultation process with different stakeholders, including minority representatives and 
assisted by international expertise. 
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This law and the secondary legislation to be adopted soon, aim at ensuring the exercising 
of specific human rights of persons belonging to national minorities, which are necessary 
to protect the distinct identity of national minorities as an essential component of an 
integrated society and which guarantees non-discrimination and full equality in front of the 
law.  
 
We are strongly convinced that protection and promotion of minority rights is highly 
beneficial to all inner state-parties concerned, as well to related inter-state parties provided 
for and suggested also by the Bolzano Recommendations on National Minorities and other 
documents provided by HCNM. Their implementation can only be ensured in societies 
where sincere and substantive dialogue, understanding, respect for minority rights and 
cultural diversity are considered to be genuine advantages and societal enrichment rather 
than impediments.  
 
The Bolzano Conference held few months ago, served to reflect on how we can best and 
most effectively respond to the challenges of our contemporary societies, for contributing 
to genuine improvement of national minorities rights in ensuring further democratization, 
integration and social cohesion through diversity and minority rights as an essential and 
very indicative feature of our societies. 
 
 
In conclusion, Mr. Chair, Albania fully recognizes and appreciates the work of the OSCE 
High Commissioner on National Minorities. We remain committed in continuing our 
fruitful cooperation and working with you, Mr. High Commissioner, as well as other 
OSCE Autonomous Institutions, the Chairmanship and the Office of Secretary General. 
You may count on our delegation's full support. 
 
 
Thank you. 
  


