
Albanian Statement under AoB 

As delivered by Ambassador, H.E. Mr. Igli Hasani, 
to the Permanent Council, Vienna 

August 30, 2018 

Dear Colleagues, 

Under this agenda item, I would like to inform participating States regarding the decision that 
the Albanian Government has taken to apply for the Chairmanship for the year 2020. The 
Albanian Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, Mr. Ditmir Bushati has sent a letter to the 
Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Enzo Moavero Milanesi, making this decision official.  

My country joined this Organization 27 year ago, at a time when Albania was emerging from 
decades of isolation and totalitarianism with a desire for belonging to this organization, and its 
promise of a whole and free Europe. During these years, Albania has gone through many 
integration processes, and much has changed for the better. Today Albania is increasing its 
commitment to contribute for the OSCE, by applying for the Chairmanship of term 2020. 

As a country with an OSCE Field Presence, I am pleased to say that my Government 
appreciates entirely the assistance and support that the OSCE offers to all participating States 
in implementing our shared commitments and principles on politico-military, economic and 
environmental and human rights issues, to peace and prosperity, to democracy and co-
operation, that became central to the so-called Helsinki process, and in doing so, have ensured 
the security of their peoples. 

In this respect, the role of the OSCE is imperative and vital and it has the most relevant 
instruments for a comprehensive concept of security, crisis management tools and confidence-
building measures, executive structures, autonomous institutions and field operations. 

Moreover, the OSCE provides a platform for participating States to hold each other to account 
regarding implementation. Each of the participating States has something unique to contribute 
in the OSCE. We are fully aware that there are also remaining challenges that the organization 
and its Chairmanships have faced during recent years. Therefore, Albania is ready and would 
like to offer its contribution by stepping up the commitment for our joint peace, stability and 
prosperity, not only in the OSCE area, but even beyond.  
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Dear friends,  

Albania believes that such contribution can be made by collaborating closely with the present 
Chairmanship in Office, the upcoming Slovak Chairmanship, as well as other experienced 
Chairmanships during the past years.  

Responsibilities and decisions of this kind require unity, accountability and your support and 
we hope we will achieve that on the way ahead of the Ministerial Meeting in Milan. 

While taking over this challenge, Albania hopes that all OSCE participating States will 
support our candidacy for the OSCE Chairmanship for the year 2020.   


