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Thank you Chair,

Albania warmly welcomes Madam Gísladóttir to the Permanent Council on 
this very special day, when women are recognized for their achievements 
without regard to divisions, whether national, ethnic, linguistic, cultural, 
economic or political. I take this opportunity  to also thank you  on the work 
you have done in these last months in running ODIHR, as one of the most 
important OSCE bodies in the field of elections, human rights and 
strengthening of democratic institutions.

Madam Gísladóttir, we particularly welcome the collaborative approach and 
constructive cooperation with the Albanian institutions in the field of 
elections, human rights protection, non-discrimination and tolerances. We
highly value your personal commitment in addressing concerns observed in 
many participating States in respect of human rights implementation and 
strengthening democratic institutions.

Albania notes and values the important work of OSCE/ODIHR in assisting us
in the electoral process, noticed even in the last parliamentary elections, held 
in June 2017, where Albania was fully committed to carry out free and fair 
elections, under full transparency of international community.

The final ODIHR report on elections, clearly reflected the progress made by 
Albania in meeting most of the OSCE/ODIHR recommendations on the 
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elections, asking also its further engagement to work in this respect. And the 
political class in our country is seriously committed to undertake a thorough 
and profound electoral reform, on the benefit of the electoral process, this 
important institution of democracy. Albania is working closely with ODIHR 
experts in this respect and is glad to be part of EU-OSCE/ODIHR project in 
improving the electoral system in the Western Balkan countries. 
 
 
Madam Director,  
 
I am also pleased to utter here today that, my government remains committed 
in implementing the priorities set by the EU, vis-à-vis the rule of law, fight 
against organized crime and corruption, protection of human rights, socio-
economic development, transport and energy connectivity, digital agenda, 
reconciliation and good neighborly relations and other areas, in the 
framework of our integration process.  
 
As it was mentioned by some of my colleagues around this table, the human 
dimension is of a paramount importance, not only for the OSCE family, but 
for the global stability and security, as well. Towards this objective, Albania 
remains devoted in drafting laws in line with international standards and 
OSCE commitments. Based on its commitments to protect and promote the 
rights of national minorities in our country, in October 2017, the Albanian 
Parliament adopted the new Law “for the Protection of National Minorities in 
the Republic of Albania”, which intends to further guarantee the rights of 
national minorities in Albania in full compliance with the framework 
Convention and international standards.  

 
Moreover, Albanian Government is also working in implementing the law on 
“Protection from Discrimination”, on gender equality, protecting 
marginalized groups like LGBTI, Roma, Egyptians etc. National Strategies 
and National Action Plans are on action, which are a solid base for protecting 
and promoting these vulnerable strata of population.  
 
In concluding, I would like to assure you Madam Director, on Albania’s 
readiness in deepening further cooperation with the ODIHR Office, in the 
framework of supporting the country's electoral reform, as well as in 
protecting human rights and enforcing democratic institutions. 
 
Thank you. 


