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Albania aligns itself with the EU statement and joins other delegations in 
welcoming Ambassador Braathu, back to the Permanent Council for his 
report as Head of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo. Ambassador, thank you for 
your good work and for leading this very important mission. The OSCE 
Mission in Kosovo plays a crucial role in support of Kosovo’s development as 
a democratic, multi-ethnic, stable and peaceful society, based on respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, the rule of law, including rights of 
persons belonging to minorities. And you can count on our full support.

As we near the 10-th anniversary of Kosovo’s independence, we should 
acknowledge and be proud of the achievements so far. Throughout these 
years, the country has set up and consolidated the governmental institutions, 
has marked continuous and sustainable economic growth and is becoming a 
pillar of stability in the Western Balkans region. 

I am pleased to say that significant progress has been made in the 
consolidation of democratic institutions in Kosovo. The orderly, competitive 
and peaceful conduct of the early elections for the Kosovo Assembly on June 
2017 is an example of the further consolidation of democracy in Kosovo. We 
are happy to see that the government of Prime Minister  Haradinaj is fully 
engaged in the Euro-Atlantic integration process, regional cooperation and 
dialogue with its neighbors.
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We highly appreciate the Kosovo government’s engagement for issues of 
relevance to the Kosovo Serb community in Kosovo.  
 
Regarding the local election process in October 2017, we share the persistent 
concerns of the EU Election Observation Mission, that there were pressures 
on candidates in Kosovo-Serb majority areas. In several cases the intimidation 
was orchestrated and supported by some political segments outside Kosovo. 
 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
I would like to make some remarks on the recent activities in Kosovo: 
 

 Albania welcomes the initiative of President Thaci for the “Kosovo 
Truth and reconciliation Commission” which indeed goes in line with 
the efforts of Kosovo’s authorities for reconciliation without forgetting 
the past. In that regard, the support and cooperation of the OSCE 
Mission in Kosovo and international community in general will be very 
important for achieving the appropriate results. 
 

 Albania strongly condemns the assassination of the Head of Civic 
Initiative Oliver Ivanovic. We consider it as an attempt to distort 
achievements reached and affect the stability both in Kosovo and the 
region. We appreciate the engagement of the authorities of Kosovo in 
finding the authors, and as the investigation advances, to share 
information with Serbia. This reminds us the importance of the 
cooperation among the states of the region on the rule of law and 
security issues.  

 
 We appreciate the engagement of Presidents Thaci and Vucic to resume 

and continue the Pristina-Belgrade Dialogue in Brussels. We consider it 
of paramount importance to achieve as soon as possible the full 
normalization of relations through a legally binding agreement between 
Kosovo and Serbia, as recommended in the recently published Strategy 
of Enlargement of the European Commission.  

 
 My country, appreciates the engagement of the leadership of Kosovo 

regarding the cooperation with the Special Chambers. It must be made 
clear: Special Chambers will deal with suspected individual cases, 
which cannot and will not affect in any way the rightful struggle of the 
people of Kosovo for liberation and freedom. 

 



  

 Albania strongly supports the role and contribution of partners in 
addressing different challenges in the region. The European integration 
process remains a crucial element for the peace and prosperity of 
Kosovo and entire region. 

 
 
Mr. Chairperson, 
 
As we have mentioned time and again, we regret that the authorities of 
Kosovo institutions are not provided the opportunity to express here their 
views and provide their information, evaluations, and perspectives about the 
OSCE Mission report, the Mission activities, their impact and the level and 
quality of their cooperation. The absence of Kosovo representatives when 
issues concerning Kosovo, including mission reports, are discussed is just 
meaningless. The question that immediately rises is how can we pretend that 
the field operation in Kosovo will manage to impact positively its institutions 
and society, when the organization is not fully inclusive to Kosovo? Let me 
reiterate our position: this Organization should not discuss about Kosovo, 
without Kosovo as part of the discussion. 
 
We also have difficulties to understand that in several OSCE documents, 
Kosovo continues to be referred to with an as much outdated as unacceptable 
footnote. This should be addressed properly.  
 
Let me conclude by thanking again Ambassador Braathu and his dedicated 
team for the report and today’s presentation, and wish them every success in 
their very important work.  
 
You may count on our delegation's full support. 
 
 


