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Thank you Mr. Chair, 

Albania warmly welcomes Ambassador Bernd Borchardt back to the Permanent Council

and thanks him for his leadership and work carried out by the Presence in Albania during 

these years. Yesterday, in the informal meeting, we had the possibility to hear from you 

Mr. Ambassador and the Albanian Deputy Minister of Interior, some of the achievements, 

commitments, and developments of comprehensive reforms which indeed are in 

accordance with the Mission’s mandate and the needs and priorities of the Albanian 

Government.

We praise the contribution of the OSCE Presence in the process of substantial reform of 

the justice sector, which has brought significant changes in the institutional setting of the 

Albanian judiciary. Existing institutions have been modified and new ones are created by 

the constitutional amendments and the specific organic laws. Albania has already started to 

apply the major foundations and features of the Justice Reform.  The re-evaluation process 

counts about 800 judges and prosecutors. This process is continuing to produce measurable 

results.  
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Moreover, Albania’s parliamentary elections held last year showed notable progress. The 

conduct of democratic elections and their accomplishment with high European standards 

was in line with the OSCE/ODHIR recommendations. Likewise, electoral reform remains 

highly on the political agenda of the Albanian government as demonstrated by the 

establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee tasked with addressing OSCE/ODIHR 

recommendations.  In that regard, we welcome the support of the Presence as we engage 

with ODIHR to further improve electoral legislation and practice.  

 

Ambassador Borchardt, we value the Presence work in contributing in each OSCE 

dimension and support your approach to strengthen further cross-dimensional 

collaboration. The government of Albania remains deeply committed to further reinforce 

our joint efforts in the fight against organized crime, anti-corruption, protection of human 

rights, fighting radicalization and violent extremism, etc. while maintaining co-ordination 

and complementarity with the other international partners in the country.  

 

- Anti-corruption structures have already been established at the Ministry of Justice. 

The Cross-cutting Strategy against Corruption 2015-2020 and its Action Plan 2015 

– 2017, as anti- corruption policy documents, were approved by the Council of 

Ministers and the monitoring report for activities foreseen in the Action Plan for 

2017 has been completed. 

- In terms of human rights protection my country is focusing on the implementation 

of anti-discrimination policies, improve social policies, with special focus on 

marginalized groups and minors, as well as reforms in the area of property rights 

and, in particular, the action plan for the enforcement of court decisions of the 

European Court of Human Rights on restitution and compensation of property. 

 

Albania is significantly improving the legal and policy framework for the protection of 

minorities by adopting in October 2017 a specific law on national minorities, based on 

European standards with the OSCE and Council of Europe expertise, through a 

comprehensive and transparent consultation process with different stakeholders, including 

minority representatives.  



 

  

Following the adoption of the law, Albanian institutions intensively worked on the 

preparation of secondary legislation, in order to ensure the implementation of this 

framework law and minority rights in practice.  

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

 

Albania attaches great importance to regional cooperation, and we commend the Presence 

in Albania for engaging with the other OSCE field operations in the region. Albania 

encourages every effort by the PiA in the context of regional cooperation, especially in 

security matters, the fight against violent extremism and international terrorism, civil 

society, media, and other stakeholders, which positively influence on the country’s 

development of reforms. 

I would like to recognize the support, advice and assistance given by the Presence in the 

process of drafting a very good National Action Plan on UNSCR 1325 Women, Peace and 

Security, which is approved by the Government on 11th of September this year and 

acknowledge the continuous efforts in youth mainstreaming in programs and activities, 

working with youth and for youth in Albania.  

In closing, Albania looks forward to continue its good partnership with PiA during next 

years in the priority areas. Because of these efforts, its contribution and cooperation in and 

with the OSCE, Albania has decided to be a candidate country for the OSCE Chairmanship 

in 2020, on which it believes to have the entire OSCE member Sates support and keeping 

up consensus. This is indeed a commitment that can and will be achieved successfully only 

by standing together.  

 

Thank you, 


