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Albania welcomes Ambassador Braathu, back to the Permanent Council for his report as 
Head of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo. Ambassador, thank you for your good work and for 
the leadership you and your office have shown during these years.   

Mr Chairperson, 

I would also use this opportunity to thank the Italian Chairmanship for organizing 
yesterday’s informal meeting with the Head of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo, Ambassador 
Jan Braathu and Mr. Hilmi Jashari, the Ombudsperson of Kosovo. The holding of such 
informal meetings provide us with comprehensive information about the situation on the 
ground, the progress achieved so far, and the challenges remaining for the country, as well 
as their perspectives about the OSCE Mission report, the Mission activities, their impact 
and the level and quality of their cooperation. 

The OSCE Mission in Kosovo plays a vital role in supporting Kosovo’s progress as a 
democratic, multi-ethnic, stable and peaceful society, based on respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, the rule of law, including rights of persons belonging to 
minorities. And you can count on our full support. 

Albania values the significant progress that the country has been made in consolidating 
democratic institutions in Kosovo, and appreciates the reforms undertaken by the 
Government of Kosovo regarding anticorruption, the Rule of Law and the judicial system.  

As it was mentioned yesterday by you Ambassador Braathu, Kosovo is a country where 
the highest percentage of the population is made of young people that have high 
expectations for their future. In this context, we welcome more office projects that involve 
and empower youth participation in different formats and help to overcome bridges.  
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After closing the Demarcation Process with Montenegro and fulfilling all the other 
conditions set by EU, we are of the opinion that Kosovo fully deserves the visa 
liberalization. We are very confident, that after the positive recommendation of the 
European Commission and the positive decision in European Parliament, the Council of 
European Union will also be very supportive. 
 
Albania strongly supports the EU facilitated Kosovo-Serbia dialogue, as well as the role 
and contribution of partners in addressing different challenges in the region. The final 
result should be a binding agreement securing a mutual recognition and the membership of 
Kosovo to the United Nations and other international and regional organizations. The visit 
of the Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic in Kosovo on 7 September 2018 reaffirmed the 
high democratic standards of the Kosovo authorities in handling such high level visit. 
However, efforts to glorify painful legacies, such as the recent referral to Slobodan 
Milosevic, are truly disappointing and do not contribute to genuine regional cooperation, 
particularly reconciliation as a key dimension towards full normalization between Serbia 
and Kosovo.  
 
 
We highly appreciate the Kosovo government’s engagement for issues of relevance to the 
Kosovo Serb community in Kosovo and we are of the opinion that the Process of the 
Association of the Serb majority Municipalities should go on, in accordance with the 
respective agreement in Brussels, the Constitution of Kosovo and the opinion of the 
Constitutional Court of Kosovo on this issue. 
 
 
In concluding, I would like to express Albanian support for the efforts made by Kosovo 
regarding the membership to International Organizations and regional initiatives. The 
integration of Kosovo into the international organizations is a crucial element for the 
stability of the entire region.  

 
Let me conclude by thanking again Ambassador Braathu and his dedicated team for the 
report and today’s presentation, and wish them every success in their very important work. 
 
You may count on our delegation's full support. 
 
 
 


