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Albania warmly welcomes to the Permanent Council Ambassador Clemens 

Koja in his first capacity as the Head of the OSCE Mission to Skopje and 

thanks him for the detailed and comprehensive report, as well as the good 

work carried out by the Mission.  

The period covered by Ambassador Koja’s report has been filled with 

important moments for the future of the Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and we commend the work done by the Mission in Skopje in 

contributing to resolve many issues of relevant importance. 

Albania gives special meaning to the bilateral relations with our eastern 

neighbors. We fully encourage their Euro-Atlantic perspective as it was re-

emphasized by the Albanian Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs visit to 

Skopje on 13 September 2018. 
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We welcome the achievements of the FYROM Government for strengthening 

regional cooperation and resolving issues with neighbors. 

The adoption of the Law on the Use of Languages, the signing of the Treaty 

of Friendship with Bulgaria and above all the agreement reached in Prespa for 

resolving the name issue with Greece, are historical achievements that 

ultimately guide the country to its strategic goals. 

The referendum of 30 September, the vote by the Parliament on 19 October 

and the amendments to the constitution presented by the Government on 2 

November 2018 to include the Ohrid Agreement in the Preamble of the 

Constitution are significant steps towards the implementation of the Prespa 

Agreement, bringing the country closer to its Euro-Atlantic path.  

We commend the important role of the Albanian population as a decisive 

factor in the referendum and the Albanian parties in the historical vote of the 

Parliament. 

Albania welcomed the final adoption of the Law on the Use of Languages as 

an evidence of political maturity and inter-ethnic understanding. It is an 

important achievement for Albanians as a state-building population and a step 

forward for the democratization and strengthening the integration processes of 

FYROM.  We expect the Government to proceed with the subsequent steps, 

as foreseen in the country’s Constitution. 

Proper implementation of the Law and the swift establishment of monitoring 

mechanisms would ensure a better and fairer access to services for Albanians 

and their involvement in good governance, development policies and the 

building of an open, inclusive, European oriented society. 

Efforts to achieve inter-ethnic equality and the overall well-being of 

Albanians in FYROM should continue, even after the adoption of this Law.  



  

The Ohrid Framework Agreement remains the main political and legal 

framework for ensuring good inter-ethnic relations. In that respect, we 

welcome a greater engagement of all political actors in FYROM to meet all 

the requirements that are foreseen gradually and step by step, especially with 

regard to ensuring fairness in the rights and obligations to the Albanian 

population there, in accordance with their specific weight, their state-building 

constructive role as key contribution to the progress of the country's 

integration processes.  

In this context, we will continue to closely monitor the full and effective 

implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement as the sole basis for a 

fully functioning multiethnic society. 

Let me conclude by thanking again Ambassador Koja and his dedicated team 

for the report and today’s presentation, and wish them every success in their 

very important work. 

 

You may count on our delegation's full support. 


