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Albania joins other delegations in welcoming Ambassador Braathu, back to the Permanent 

Council and thanks him for his comprehensive report presented today. The OSCE Mission 

in Kosovo has played an important role in Kosovo during these years, offering support and 

expertise to enhance compliance with good governance and international human rights 

standards. 

Likewise, we welcome the progress achieved by Kosovo in building a democratic, multi-

ethnic, stable and peaceful society, based on respect for human rights and fundamental 

freedoms, the rule of law, including rights of persons belonging to minorities. Albania 

appreciates the reforms undertaken by the Government of Kosovo, which have contributed 

to further consolidating the democratic institutions in Kosovo, the rule of law and the 

judicial system. 

Ambassador Braathu, 

My country welcomes your commitment and efforts in support of building democratic 

institutions, gender mainstreaming at local and community level, civic participation in the 

decision making process, and in particular the Mission engagement and focus in

mainstreaming youth across your programmatic activities throughout 2019. Youth is 
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indeed a very strong component for a safer and prosperous future, as they will be the 

leaders of tomorrow. We are of the view that young generation requires more and more our 

increased attention. With that in mind, I am happy to share with you that as Chair of the 

Contact Group with Mediterranean Partners for year 2019, we will dedicate one of the 

thematic meetings to youth, in order to stress their key role in contributing to the security 

and stability not only in the OSCE area, the Mediterranean region but even beyond. 

   

Albania values the Mission’s focus and emphasis on other key areas such as human rights, media 

freedom, tolerance, missing persons, violent extremism and radicalization, security and the rule of 

law, safety of journalists, efforts to enhance good governance at the local level, the inclusion of 

women and youth in inter-faith dialogue, improving access to education in community languages, 

trafficking of human beings and tackling of domestic violence. Improvements in all these areas 

strengthen security and contribute both to the country’s development and to regional stability as a 

whole. 

 

As a country with a Field Presence, I would like to stress the fact that field operations are a 

clear example of the added value of the OSCE. In that regard we think that the Annual 

Meeting of the Heads of Field Missions organized by the Slovak Chairmanship is a great 

opportunity to learn and share more experience and insights with the field missions. 

Together with the Secretariat we will try to continue this new settling which encourages 

discussion. 

 

Despite of the fact of the good work OMIK is doing in Kosovo, presented in this report, as 

well, we would like to attrack your attention in some incorrect references and some 

misinterpretation in it on the positions taken by different actors, by being selective. We 

consider that in some parts the report is lacking the objectivity, the impartiality and the 

comprehensive picture of the facts on the ground, which, to our view, should be corrected. 

 

Mr Chairperson, 

 

Albania strongly supports the Kosovo-Serbia Dialogue, facilitated by the European Union. 

The final result should be a binding legal agreement on mutual recognition, Kosovo's 

membership in the United Nations and the European Union, as well as fair minority 

treatment, based on the Constitution of Kosovo.  



  

We appreciate the engagement of Kosovo in fulfilling its obligations, as we encourage 

Serbia to do the same in implementing treaties achieved so far. The European Union 

Integration process remains the only incentive for the countries of the Western Balkans and 

as such, there should be no separation between the European Union integration process of 

Serbia and its role in the Serbia-Kosovo Dialogue.  

 

Therefore, we support the efforts of Kosovo regarding the membership to International 
Oroganizations and regional initiatives. The integration of Kosovo into the international 
organizations is a crucial element for the stability and progress of the entire region.   
 

In concluding, I would like to express Albanian full support to the Mission’s work and 

activities for the year 2019 and beyond and would like to thank you once again 

Ambassador Braathu and your dedicated team for the report and today’s presentation, and 

wish you every success in your very important work. 

 

Thank you. 

 
 
 


