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Albania warmly welcomes His Excellency Mr. Miroslav Lajčák, the Foreign 
and European Affairs Minister of Slovakia, to his first Permanent Council 
meeting, in the capacity of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office. 

Mr. Minister, 

We welcomed the Slovak decision to lead this Organization at a time when 
our indivisible common security space is affected by greater uncertainty, 
unpredictability and insecurity. During these challenging times, the OSCE 
plays a vital role in a world of complex and inter-related challenges that 
require effective multilateral solutions fostering inclusive dialogue, enforcing 
peace and security at our region and beyond. We couldn’t agree more with 
your intention to bring people at the centre of the OSCE mandate. Indeed are 
them who suffer from the effects of different conflict within and beyond 
Europe and as such, they require our joint responsiveness.  

As the Albanian Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs noted during the 
Ministerial Council in Milan last month, the crisis in and around Ukraine is 
the most prominent security challenge in our OSCE area. We welcome 
Slovakia’s plans to explore new opportunities for dialogue on a durable 
ceasefire, in finding ways for improvements in the humanitarian situation as 
well as your active engagement to reduce tensions, build trust and resolutions. 
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Furthermore, we are increasingly facing critical and complex challenges like 
violent extremism, terrorism, cyber threats and a trend of increasing 
intolerance, racism, xenophobia and violent nationalism which require 
effective multilateral solutions, comprehensive dialogue and rebuilding trust.  
 
In particular, we welcome Slovakia’s commitment to a safer future, the 
continued efforts in finding opportunities for the participation of youth in the 
decision making, strengthening security by fighting radicalization and violent 
extremism leading to terrorism, promoting a sustainable development and 
enhancement of connectivity, reinforcing tolerance and non-discrimination, 
looking at opportunities on new technologies and innovations and forward-
looking cooperation on cyber security, governance, as well as energy. 
 
In this regard, we welcome Slovakia’s approach to successfully make use of 
the distinctive expertise of the OSCE’s institutions, executive structures, as 
well as its field operations, to promote democratic governance and the rule of 
law, improving resilience to security challenges, promoting sustainable policy 
responses and supporting reforms.  
 
Albania fully supports Slovakia’s priorities aiming at strengthening the 
capacities across the three OSCE dimensions and I would like to assure you 
the Albania’s commitment to work closely with your Chairmanship in 
implementing these priorities.  
 
  
Mr. Chairperson in Office,  
 
Dialogue and trust are the key means that will enable us to share more 
information and address together the current and future challenges and threats 
in the OSCE region by fostering greater understanding on these issues.  
 
Therefore, we share your view that meaningful, open and comprehensive 
dialogue among all participating states, is crucial for an effective 
multilateralism which contributes to enforcing trust in institutions and have an 
impact on the stability, security and prosperity of the OSCE region.  
 
Moreover, we welcome the intention of the Chairperson-in-Office in 
supporting the development of the OSCE's strategic partnerships with 
international organizations, bringing the OSCE closer to the people, it is 
working for.  
 
 



 

  

In closing, Minister Lajčák, Albania looks forward to work closely with you 
and your team, offering our contribution within Troika, to fulfil our shared 
responsibility, based on the respect for the Organization’s principles and 
unity.  
 
You may count on our delegation's full support, and we wish you, every 
success during your Chairmanship this year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  


