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Mr. Ditmir Bushati 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic Albania 

Introduction by H.E. Mr. Ditmir Bushati 

Albania is presenting its candidacy to the Human Rights Council (HRC) for the term 2015-2017. 

We are committed to provide a unique national perspective in the Council’s deliberations and 

advocacy of human rights worldwide, by reaffirming the universality, indivisibility and 

interdependence of all human rights.  

History has taught us that no society and no nation can progress or prosper without ensuring 

the respect and protection of human rights. Human rights are inherent to all human beings, 

irrespective of their nationality, place of residence, sex, national or ethnic origin, color, religion, 

language, or any other status. Every human being is equally entitled to her or his rights, without 

discrimination. These rights are all interrelated, interdependent and indivisible. We are 

therefore convinced that respect for human rights is indispensable for every society and in the 

broader context, critical for peace and prosperity in the world.  

If elected, this would be the first time Albania serves in the Council. I am proud to present the 

candidacy of Albania to the HRC. My country’s unique model of peaceful coexistence in a multi-

religious society puts Albania at the forefront of efforts to promote dialogue and understanding 

between cultures and civilizations, and in so doing, in making a contribution to the promotion 

and protection of human rights worldwide.  

Albania envisages the HRC as a living instrument, through which human rights are promoted 

and protected. We value its prominent role in addressing human rights violations and in 

effectively advancing the human rights agenda globally.  

Albania’s candidacy for membership of the HRC is a natural corollary to our continuous efforts 

towards building a society based on human rights. Albania has actively contributed to the 

establishment of the Council and its activity to date. While we look forward towards 

contributing to the work of the HRC, we are also well aware that membership to the Council 

represents far greater responsibility. Albania is ready to live up to the challenges of Council 

membership. We would greatly appreciate your valuable support to Albania’s candidacy to the 

Human Rights Council for the term 2015-2017. 

  

                                                           
 

 

Every human being is equally 

entitled to her or his rights, 

without discrimination. These 

rights are all interrelated, 

interdependent and indivisible. 

We are therefore convinced 

that respect for human rights is 

indispensable for every society 

and in the broader context, 

critical for peace and 

prosperity in the world. 
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Human Rights are at the heart of the Albanian Foreign Policy Agenda 
 
Respect, protection and promotion of human rights have taken central stage in Albania’s Foreign Policy 

Agenda and priorities. The Republic of Albania is committed to further advancing its national and 

international policies for the protection and promotion of human rights, both, as a national priority and a 

pivotal part of Albania’s drive towards the future.  

 

The Republic of Albania is a party to all core United Nations and regional human rights treaties and 

instruments, which are directly transposed into the Albanian legislation, and have superiority over 

national laws, which are not compatible with them. Their implementation is monitored by a system of 

different organs and institutions, including an independent national human rights institution, a 

Commissioner for the data protection, the Office of the People’s Advocate.  

 

A major legislative reform has been carried out to ensure full compliance with the relevant provisions of the ratified international 

treaties and instruments. Albania will continue to comply with its international human rights obligations and it has been regularly 

submitting reports to the relevant treaty bodies.  

 

The Republic of Albania remains strongly committed to the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism, as a crucial achievement 

and novelty of the reform process of the UN human rights system. As a valuable instrument of dialogue on human rights issues at 

the national level, the follow-up of the UPR process is expected to provide for a meaningful progress in national human rights 

policies and practices. Albania successfully underwent the UPR in 2009 and 2014 and is committed to fulfill all the 

recommendations made aiming at further promoting and protecting the human rights. 

 

Since the establishment of the Council the country has welcomed two human rights mechanisms. Albania pledges to continue 

working with Special Procedure mandate holders in implementing their recommendations, and to further discuss and disseminate 

the recommendations among relevant authorities, civil society and also the general public.  
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Albania has actively contributed to the establishment of the Human Rights Council and its activity ever since and it is committed to 

an effective Human Rights Council and its mechanisms, with a leading role in addressing human rights violations and promoting 

human rights. Albania’s vision of the Human Rights Council encompasses a body able to promptly, effectively and timely respond to 

gross human rights violations.  

 

It is with this understanding that during the Council’s review process in 2011, Albania reaffirmed its principled position on the need 

of concrete actions aimed at strengthening this important body. To this end Albania strongly campaigned for the possibility of 

providing all candidates to the Council with an inclusive and equitable platform for the presentation of voluntary pledges and 

commitments to the promotion and protection of human rights. 

 

The Republic of Albania attaches great importance to the independence of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR) and its role in promoting and protecting human rights worldwide.  

 

In the same vein Albania will continue to promote human rights within the wider UN system, including in carrying on its active 

engagement in the work of the UN General Assembly and the Third Committee. 
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Voluntary pledges and commitments of the Republic of Albania  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

In connection with its candidacy to the UN Human Rights 
Council, the Republic of Albania undertakes to:  

 
Continue to work for the universality and indivisibility of human 
rights.   
 
Be guided by the principles of impartiality, objectivity and non-
selectivity in its activity, in case it is elected to serve in the 
Council.  
 
Uphold the universality of Universal Periodic Review and non-
selective recommendations for all states under review, which 
should take into account the level of development of states.  
 
Pursue its belief of full enjoyment of human rights by all and 
the agenda for protecting human rights of ethnic, linguistic and 
religious minorities.  
 
Continue to support initiatives at the regional and international 
levels in combating intolerance and discrimination based on 
religion, ethnicity, nationality or other basis. 

 
Continue to strongly support, in a constructive manner, 
initiatives aiming at fostering interreligious and intercultural 
dialogue. 
 
Continue to support the strengthening of the UN human rights 
system infrastructure, including boosting the Human Rights 
Council capacity to effectively respond to gross human rights 
situations. 

 

Strengthen cooperation with the Human Rights Council and its 
Special Procedures, as well as all other relevant United Nations 
mechanisms on human rights.  
 
Work constructively and in a cooperative and responsible 
manner with all Council members, as well as all UN Member 
States, in fulfilling the mandate of the Human Rights Council.  

 
Enhance cooperation with the UN and all relevant regional 
organizations on issues related to the promotion and 
protection of human rights.   

 
Work towards further advancement of international human 
rights norms and standards, as might be further necessary. 

 
Strengthen efforts to promote gender equality and the rights 
of the most vulnerable groups, including children and persons 
with disabilities.  

 
Strengthen the protection and promotion of the rights of older 
persons and ensure their active participation in the society.  

 
Continue to work towards including a human rights 
perspective in the post-2015 development agenda.  
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        With the view of strengthening the protection of human rights at the national level, the  
        Republic of Albania further undertakes to: 

 

Continue to promote human rights based approach through a better integration of human rights, both in the decision-making 

process and policy implementation. 

 

Continue to ensure that respect for, protection and promotion of the rights of minorities will continue to remain a priority at the 

national level.  

 

Continue to implement the Roma Strategy 2010-2015 and its Action Plan. 

 

Further promote open and sincere dialogue between the government and the civil society in efforts aiming to improve human rights 

at the national and international level.  

 

Uphold the independence of national human rights institutions, including the People’s Advocate, the Office of the Commissioner for 

Protection from Discrimination and Office of Commissioner for Protection of personal Data, in line with the Paris Principles.  

 

Work with the civil society and NGOs to promote public policies that guarantee respect for human rights.  

 

Implement necessary reforms aimed at ensuring the existence of a functional and efficient judiciary for the promotion and 

protection of human rights.  

 

Continue to focus efforts on the promotion and protection of the rights of women and the rights of the most vulnerable groups, 

including children, girls, and persons with disabilities, older persons, refugees, and migrants.  

 

       Implement relevant laws and develop further policies to combat violence against women and girls in all its forms. 
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Civil society plays an increasing active role on Human Rights issues  

 

Since more than two decades, thousands of civil society organizations have 

been playing an ever-greater active role in all areas of human rights issues in 

Albania. Albania has a high representation of civic groups, human rights 

organizations, think tanks and local capacity development NGOs, along with a 

growing number of women’s groups.  

 

CSO community has continuously been seeking ways to stronger their voice 

and advocacy on rights issues. Since January 2014, a group of organizations and 

major civil society coalitions that work for children, women, youth, human rights and 

the LGBT community in Albania, joined their efforts to strengthen democracy and 

the respect for human rights by establishing the Human Rights House in Albania.  

 

The HRH was initiated by the Children’s Human Rights Centre of Albania 

(CRCA Albania) a leading civil society organizations for the rights of children and 

youth in the country. The House has brought together major organizations and 

networks active in Children's Rights, Child Education, Promotion of Women and 

Youth in Politics, Network against Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation of Children etc.  

The House will work on promoting constructive debates and delivering 

services and sustainable solutions in areas such as access to justice and reform the 

system of justice, dignity and equality of rights for every citizen, pro - active 

protection and promotion of rights of children and youth, monitoring public 

response to any violation of human rights by state institutions, guaranteeing the 

participation and representation of women and youth in decision-making, fight 

against violence against children and women, legislative improvement and support 

for new policies for minorities and the LGBT community. 

 

 

“Human rights are not something 

one can give to you; they are what 

someone can take from you!” 
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 Helping children and youth grow in a healthy environment is investing to a better future 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Internet is everywhere in 
Albania and children and youth profit 
from its great and unlimited 
possibilities. However, as elsewhere, 
children and youth are exposed to 
unsuited content, including 
pornography. This is why Albania takes 
part in the celebration of Safer 
Internet Day by organizing campaigns 
and events to promote the safer use of 
Internet among young people. and is 
seeking other ways to address the 
issue. 

Albanian domestic legislation 

addresses Child Rights through 

various instruments. The Constitution 
sets out provisions for the protection of 
the children’s civil, political, economic 
and cultural rights and envisages 
provisions for the protection of children, 
particularly against violence. The Family 
Code focuses on the protection of 
children’s rights and incorporates 
international principles and standards. 
The Criminal Code criminalizes offences 
committed against children. Other laws 
provide children with protection from 
specific violations, including violence 
and abuse. The Law for the Protection of 
the Rights of the Child reflects the 
harmonization of the CRC and other 
international legal instruments. In 2013, 
Albania ratified the Protocol to the CRC 
on a Communication Procedure, 
enabling children to bring complaints to 
the Commission on the Right of the 
Child.  

 

 

Children and Young People in 
Albania comprise more than half of the 
population. Over the last decade, the 
society has been struggling to find the 
best ways and formulate the 
appropriate policies to best respond to 
their needs. Quality education, the 
creation of employment opportunities in 
general and youth employment in 
particular remain strategic priorities of 
any government. Using the intellectual 
capital and energy of Albanian youth 
studying abroad through various 
incentives to invest their future in 
Albania have helped to slowly reverse 
the process of brain drain. The 
development of youth entrepreneurship 
and business represents a salient 
dimension of the aim to boost job 
creation in particular and the growth of 
the Albanian economy at large.  

Persons with disabilities are 

another target of state and non-state 

actors.   A range of legislation and policies 

are in place to help overcome barriers in 

social, economic and political inclusion as 

well as behavior and negative attitudes in 

society.  In 2012, Albania ratified the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disability, which seeks to protect the civil, 

cultural, economic, political and social 

rights of persons with disabilities.  
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There are many distinct aspects that have portrayed Albanians during history 

but none of them is more powerful and inherent than the exemplary harmony and 

peaceful coexistence of religions.  

While in many regions of the world religious diversity and hatred 

based on religion continue to offer an alarming panorama, Albania is a 

multi-religious society where four traditional religious communities – the 

Muslims, Orthodox, Catholics and the Muslim Bektashis (the Holy See of 

World Bektashism is in Albania) have lived through centuries in peace, 

mutual respect and tolerance.  Religions have been able to fulfill the 

spiritual needs of their constituencies but they have also provided the 

country with an important prerequisite for personal and societal 

development, tolerance, as part of the Albanian heritage. All religious 

groups develop, protect, and promote tolerance, understanding, and 

harmonious coexistence. The inter-religious tolerance is the both basis and the 

means of building relations and of solving problems.  

The legal and policy framework of Albania ensures religious freedom. Living in 

a secular state, Albanians protect this very precious treasure of interfaith harmony 

with care and love, as an authentic, extraordinary value that Albania offers to the 

world history and culture. Religious tolerance has been fostered, as well as the free 

will of Albanian to apply religion in conformity with law and established social norms.  

There is no official or predominant religion in Albania. The idea developed 

during the Albanian Renaissance: “The religion of Albania is Albanianism,” is valid 

even today under the new realities of globalization, multiplied and widespread 

information and cultural exchanges and universal dialogue.  

 

Albania, an example of religious harmony, tolerance and peaceful coexistence.  

 



 

 

 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Albania 
 
Blv. Gjergj Fishta No. 6 
Tirana, Albania 
http://www.mfa.gov.al/ 

The logo carries a youthful, 
contemporary and dynamic 
style. It embodies the essence 
of Albania’s candidacy to the 
Human Rights Council.  Its 
heart symbolizes the Albanian 
flag. The eagle and colors are 
formed by the silhouettes of 
two dynamic figures reaching 
for higher standards in human 
rights. Their position and 
dynamics hint at the Albanian 
aspiration towards higher 
standards in the field of 
human rights.  

Fresco with the double-headed eagle used in the 15
th

 century by the Family of Kastriot,  

discovered at the Church of Saint Anton, in Rodon, Albania 


